
 

 

POKERFACE INTERVIEW 

1. What is POKERFACE? What would you tell someone who has never heard you?  

LadyOwl (vocal): There are some hot chicks, who’re playing cool thrash! Is it not a reason? 

Hehe  

Xen Ritter (guitar): Our music is a non-compromise thrash mixed with death metal - bright 

killer riffs, fast machine-gun drums and the absence of unnecessary complexity in songs. 

The band collects best of the best from thrash (and some other genres) and makes its own 

sound. The main feature is extreme female vocals, which add some craziness. And you can 

find different subgenres of thrash on different albums. It was a long way for POKERFACE 

to become a professional-kick-ass-and-conquering-the-world band, thanks for every 

current and former member. I hope, the story is just beginning. Oh, and you can check tour 

dates and buy our albums on Facebook. 

  

2. Present your band members. How does this line-up get together?  

DedMoroz (bass): We've had some changes in lineup since I joined the band. Currently we 

are the 4-peace band. Our frontwoman Alex LadyOwl is a very professional singer. We 

have reached a new level when she joined the band. Our guitarist Xen Ritter is an awesome 

red-haired shredder, she can kick your ass both with groovy riffs and fast solos. Our new 

drummer Roman joined us half a year ago when Doctor left the band due to personal 

reasons. Roman is a powerful drummer with fast double pedal technique. 

  

3. What drove you to create POKERFACE? How did the idea come up?  

DedMoroz: The band was formed by members who are no longer participate in the current 

lineup. Since I'm the last person who played with founders, I'm trying to bring POKERFACE 

to the world-band level hehe :) 

  



 

 

4. In the "The World Is Yours" you had the help from a third woman, something we loved. 

Who is Lisaveta Schtoltz?   

LadyOwl: Oh, Elsa is my friend and colleague and I asked her to join the band for the cover, 

now she's playing in her own band, but who knows, maybe one day she'll be able to join us!  

  

5. How is the metalhead movement in Russia?  

Xen Ritter: Well, we have some metal bands with big names. Almost all of them are trying 

to make business outside - mostly in EU and USA, because russian fans are not used to see 

good and professional band from Russia and they are sure that any russian band is a piece 

of sh*t in advance. It's our mentality. So now there are also many perfect local bands with 

no chance to be famous due to different reasons and tons of metal fans that will never 

come to a local band show. 

And it's all about vicious circle. Lack of music culture: nobody think that music can be a 

serious business, except pop-music, of course. No professionalism, only fun and beer, no 

hardworking, and, as a result, lots of low-grade music bands that turn away people from 

going to gigs and supporting underground metal. No support, no money. The circle is 

closed. 

  

6. Game On came out less than a year ago. What response did it have?  

Xen Ritter: We have had a really good feedback, both from fans and press. We've 

increased fanbase, and now I can say, people really like "Game On". I think, we've hit the 

mark! 

  

7. What was the composition process for the songs in Game On?  

Xen Ritter: There was no single mystical studio composer, "Game On" was made by 

current band forces. Both guitarists made riffs, Dmitry put them together and then 

LadyOwl did vocal lines. 



 

 

LadyOwl: Yeah, exactly. And the lyrics of 9 songs was written by Nana Traum Mond.  

  

8. What are you trying to offer with this album?  

DedMoroz: With this album we are trying to show how much the band grew up since 

"Divide and Rule". 

  

9. Was it easier to get in the record studio with your previous experience? How did the 

new members live it?  

Xen Ritter: Sure, every new release is always easier to do, even if it is more complex, than 

previous ones. You know for sure, what exactly you need to prepare for. I think, we all - old 

and new members - did our job pretty well. Maybe, it took a little bit more time than we 

planned, but the result is just great, I think. 

  

10. How is Game On different from your previous works?  

DedMoroz: "Game On" is rather melodic and groovy, with different vocals, while "Divide 

and Rule" is a pure raw old-school thrash album. 

  

11. What is your favourite song from the album? And your least favourite?  

LadyOwl: "Bow! Run! Scream!!!" 

Xen Ritter: I like "The Fatal Scythe", it sounds cool. And i actually don't like "The Bon 

Reaper". 

DedMoroz: I like "Play or Die", groove rulez! 

  

12. In the five years since POKERFACE came to existence, have you had to face many 

sexist actions?  

LadyOwl: Yeah, we had. I don’t want to say that I faced with so many actions, but 

sometimes people who I maybe would like to work with were trying to set conditions. Like 



 

 

send them nudes or whatever, I know that my image sometimes is not about right girl and 

it maybe can make people to do things like that, but I'm trying not to pay attention on it. 

It’s ridiculous, that just means that you shouldn’t work with that people. It’s just the other 

side of that industry, ah, c'mon, it’s the other side of everything.  

  

13. Have you suffered from any kind of discrimination, affirmative action or both 

because you have female members?  

LadyOwl: Mmm, no, I don’t think so, besides things I said before.   

  

14. After several tours around Russia and Europe and publishing one EP and two albums, 

what is left for POKERFACE to do? What are the band's ambitions?  

LadyOwl: I think, to go up to the top:) Never stop, never giving up. 

Xen Ritter: To sign a contract with Nuclear Blast, for example. 

DedMoroz: To get to Wacken Open Air. 

  

15. Where would you like to play?   

LadyOwl: 70000 Tons of Metal  

Xen Ritter: Wacken, one love. But I like to play at any place and in any country, if there are 

metalheads waiting for our shows. 

DedMoroz: It does not matter, where to play, only how many people will come to your 

show matters. 

  

16. What does 2018 have in store for POKERFACE?  

DedMoroz: We will have a big EU tour in March-April, some summer fests and UK tour in 

September. Stay tuned on our FB page to make sure you are not missing our shows! 

  



 

 

17. Will we have the opportunity to see POKERFACE in Spain? We would love to meet 

you in person and see you kick ass on stage. 

DedMoroz: Maybe. But the problem is that not a single promoter can bring us in Spain. I 

talked with several of them, but the only thing they could said - "you are an unknown band 

in Spain". Ok, no problem, we are welcomed in many other countries - just take a look at 

our tour schedule. 

Thanks! 

 


